The Adoption Process
Begin by reading “Adopting the Racing
Greyhound” by Cynthia Brannigan. It provides a
factual overview of these dogs at the track and as
pets, including their history, temperament, health,
training and care. If children are part of your life,
also read “Living with Kids and Dogs without
Losing Your Mind” by Colleen Pelar. (These books
are available from our on-line store and at Meet &
Greets.) Attend Meet & Greets, which are posted on
our website, and talk with adopters. Also sign up for
our Yahoo list where you can meet owners and hear
about their hounds.
Then, fill out the application — it’s posted on
our website or pick one up at Meet & Greet or call
615.269.4088 to get one by mail — and send it
with the required $50 deposit. A volunteer will call
to talk with you and to schedule a home visit. This
screening process usually takes about 2 weeks from
receipt of your application and deposit. We typically
bring to home visits 2-3 greyhounds we believe are
compatible with your home.
What’s included in the adoption fee?
At adoption, our hounds have been:
• Spayed/neutered
•	Tested/treated, if needed, for heartworms.
• Given an initial dose of heartworm preventative.
•	Tested/treated, if needed, for 4 types of tick disease.
• Nails trimmed/teeth cleaned.
• Given basic immunizations.
•	Treated with a tick/flea preventative.
• Tested for intestinal worms, and treated, if needed.
• Given a martingale-style collar and leash.
• Micro-chipped for identification.
•	Given an ID tag that includes your dog’s unique
GPA/N number. This tag includes an 800 number that rings locally, so if your hound is picked
up, we will be notified and can contact you.
Each adoption includes six months of heartworm
medication and a week’s supply of food.
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GPA/Nashville is a chapter of Greyhound Pets
of America (www.greyhoundpets.org), the largest
nationwide greyhound adoption organization.
GPA/N is a 501(c)3 charitable organization,
so donations are tax deductible.

Make a
Fast Friend
Adopt a Retired Racing Greyhound

This brochure was produced with the
in-kind support of the following:
One Woman Show Design
Mailer’s Choice, Inc.
H&E Printing
When you patronize these businesses you support the
people who support greyhound adoption.
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Greyhounds at Home

Retired racing greyhounds make great
pets — it’s that simple! Intelligent, quick
learners and eager to please, retired
racers reward adopters by being gentle, affectionate companions and loyal
friends for life. As you consider adopting a retired racer, please research the
breed, talk with current adopters and
ask questions to learn if a greyhound is
right for you.
We believe adopting a retired racer is
a life-long commitment. To help you
with your adoption decision, we are
here to answer questions, provide
information and share our experience
with these dogs. After adoption, we are
always available to provide guidance
and support.

Are these dogs housebroken?
At the track, greyhounds relieve themselves outside, not in their crates. In foster homes, this training
is reinforced and expanded to include the house. New
adopters ensure good elimination habits continue by
walking their hound frequently, especially during the
first two weeks, and praising him for successful trips outside. Keeping your hound in sight or crated when you’re
away, especially at first, reinforces good habits.

About Retired Racers

How old are adoptable retired racers?
Retired racers usually range in age from 2-5 years.
Occasionally, younger dogs that show no promise
for racing are available. Older hounds that have been
returned to us, usually through no fault of their own,
as well as dogs from breeding programs are available. A
greyhound’s typical life span is 12-14 years.
How big are they?
Greyhounds on average stand 24-31 inches at the shoulder. Males weigh 60-90 pounds; females 50-70 pounds.
Is it hard for a retired racer to adjust to life as a pet?
Because greyhounds respond well to gentle direction
and encouragement, the transition to adopters’ homes is
usually smooth.
That’s, in part, because all GPA/N dogs are fostered
in the homes of volunteers for 2-4 weeks before adoption. During this time, they begin to learn the ropes of
being a pet, including how to walk up and down stairs
and on hardwood/tile floors, ride in the car, walk on
leash and follow simple commands.
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Are they good with children and other pets?
Typically, greyhounds are good with well-behaved
children 5 and older and will usually walk away rather
than snap or growl. Placing a greyhound in a home with
a child under age 5 requires special consideration and
parental supervision. As with any animal, if tormented or
if they feel threatened, they can become irritated.
All retired racers are screened for compatibility
with small dogs and cats. However, outdoors even
hounds that test small animal safe may chase or attack
a small dog or cat. Thousands of years of breeding has
taught greyhounds to chase small, fast-moving things.
Outside they do not discriminate between a rabbit,
the family dog or the neighbor’s cat.

Do greyhounds need a lot of exercise?
Greyhounds take retirement seriously. What
they like best is to lie on a comfortable bed or
hang out with their people.
They do need to be walked several times a
day so they can do their business. As retired athletes, a weekly run or two in a fenced area such as
a ball field or yard is beneficial. Many can learn to
jog alongside their owners if caution is used during cold or hot weather.
Why do greyhounds have to be kept on leash or
in a fenced yard?
Greyhounds have been bred for 6,000 years to
do two things — run and chase. They can reach
speeds of 45 mph in three strides and see things up
to a mile away. Once they give chase, calling, whistling and shouting won’t bring them back.
A loose hound will run until it catches its prey,
becomes exhausted or meets a barrier — a car, a
swimming pool, a fence. They can end up miles from
home and be unable to find their way back.
Do greyhounds bark, shed or need baths?
Greyhounds typically bark little, if at all.
They tend to shed less than other breeds and
have little “doggy” odor. Regular brushing and
an occasional bath keep them looking their best.
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